Who is Reading and Who is Citing the JBCS?
On visiting the JBCS webpage, the following information will be easily found: "The Journal of the Brazilian Chemical Society embraces all aspects of chemistry except education, philosophy and history of chemistry. It is a medium for reporting selected original and significant contributions to new chemical knowledge. The JBCS is published monthly by the Brazilian Chemical Society without cost for the authors". No fees for publication are charged and, since 2004, a free open access policy has been adopted. 1 The JBCS goal is to be a platform for the dissemination of chemical knowledge for both the Brazilian community and abroad.
Despite not being obsessed about performance parameters, such as journal impact factors, we certainly want to increase our overall impact by assuring that we are serving the community who works with and learns about chemistry mainly by publishing relevant papers.
The Editors and the Editorial Office strive for reaching this target and our reflections generally bring some relevant questions, such as: who is reading the JBCS? Who is citing the JBCS papers? How could we improve the JBCS appeal to the community? How could we deliver a good service for building and spreading knowledge in chemistry?
Of course, these are hard questions to answer, but they are useful in trying to shed some light to produce at least partial responses. As a first and partial approach, we have searched for the citations to the top ten JBCS most cited papers. We know this is only a first glimpse of a complex landscape, but it may give us some indication on who is citing us. From these data we also confirm that the percentage of self-citations, i.e. a JBCS paper citing another JBCS paper, is really low, varying from 1 to 7.7% for these ten papers. This is in agreement with earlier data showing that the JBCS, as a whole, has 8% of self-citations. 3 Commenting about this number in another editorial we have mentioned that this figure could even be considered as too low. With this, an interesting question arises on why such a low figure? Is there any kind of self-prejudice against the JBCS?
Even with this partial picture, we may conclude that the JBCS use reflects a good combination of citations from Brazilians and foreigners as well and with your help we will reach our goals of providing a good service for the advancement of the chemical sciences.
Please, feel free to share with us your thoughts about how we could increase our value for your work. A scientific journal is as strong as its readership and we are always open to learn from you. Sharing is caring. Thank you.
